Effect of heparin on the extent of inhibition of thrombin by heparin cofactor.
A heparin preparation obtained by gel chromatography is compared to unfractionated heparin with respect to the effects of heparin on the reaction between thrombin and heparin cofactor. Whereas both preparations enhance the rate of inhibition of thrombin by heparin cofactor, the extent of inhibition is decreased by the unfractionated, but not by the fractionated heparin. The decreased extent of inhibition is accounted for by residua of unreacted and undegraded heparin cofactor and thrombin, as demonstrated by gel electrophoresis in dodecyl sulfate. However both heparin preparations enhance the rate of degradation by thrombin of the thrombin-heparin cofactor complex.